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Most Parents Oppose Alcohol at Teen Parties
	Prevention Works in Seattle surveyed more than 400 parents to learn about our community’s attitudes on teen drinking. Surprising to some, the results show that the majority of parents in Northeast Seattle oppose alcohol at teen parties.
As we’ve heard from law enforcement officers, teen drinking parties are a common occurrence. Right now, Seattle police are gearing up for the public park “kegger” season – events that can draw 200-300 middle and high school students.

Police working in Northeast Seattle have broken up such parties at Magnuson Park, recovering multiple kegs and taking teens and pre-teens into custody. Unfortunately, sometimes the parents of those in police custody respond with little concern about their child’s involvement with alcohol.  
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This lack of parental concern then fosters a “why bother” attitude among police and helps to create a false belief that most parents think underage drinking is okay.

On the contrary, our survey results show that the majority of parents in Northeast Seattle oppose teen drinking. In our survey, we asked about youth alcohol use, how much or how little, parents monitoring and supervising their children, and opinions about how law enforcement should deal with underage drinking. The results? You are not alone.

The majority of parents in our community believe that teens should not be drinking. Parents also want law enforcement to break up teen parties where alcohol is involved. 

Key community survey findings:
· 90% of parents do not think it is okay for teenagers to drink at parties even if they don't get drunk.
· More than 80% of parents with children over the age of 9 have specific rules about children not using alcohol.
· More than 85% of parents have told their child that it is not okay to drink alcohol.
· More than 90% of parents say that it is never okay for parents to offer teenagers, other than their own children, alcohol in their home.
· 84% of parents agree/strongly agree that police should break up teen parties at homes when youth are drinking alcohol.
· 96% of parents agree/strongly agree that police should break up teen parties that occur in outdoor locations, such as parks, when youth are drinking alcohol.
You are not alone
Parents in our community do care and do support police in breaking up these regularly occurring parties in our parks.  
These survey results are a hopeful first step to changing the disproportionate underage drinking rate in Northeast Seattle. Knowing that most parents don’t approve of underage drinking, the next step is for our community to have meaningful conversations on the subject.

Changing the “norm” can change lives.
Communities can make a difference in the lives of youth. The coalition’s Drug Free Homes Parent Pledge is one way parents can make clear that the norm in our community is that underage drinking is not acceptable. This is only one strategy though. Parents can do more. Talk to other parents about your underage drinking concerns – they are likely to feel the same way. Share strategies for limit setting and monitoring your child’s activities. If our community can come together and say that underage drinking is not acceptable or the “norm,” positive change can happen.

Read this coalition success story from Missouri for more on how to change community norms about youth alcohol. 
For more information, visit http://www.preventionworksinseattle.org/. 
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